
How does the poet use sarcasm in the poem Bequest. 

Or 

Critical analysis of the poem Bequest by Eunice D Souza 

The poem "Bequest" opens with a theme centered on self-sacrifice. Eunice de Souza employs 
a well-worn image of Christ, who presents his bleeding heart in his hand. This depiction 
serves two purposes. On one hand, it stands as a religious emblem of Christ’s suffering and 
sacrifice; on the other, it reflects the speaker’s own emotional wounds caused by patriarchal 
expectations. As a child, the speaker (representing de Souza herself) experiences feelings of 
disgust and disturbance when confronted with the graphic imagery of Christ’s heart. The 
interjection "ugh" captures her revulsion. Ironically, as she matures, she becomes 
desensitized to the metaphorical bloodshed associated with patriarchy. 
  In the second stanza, the poet reveals a different interpretation of Christ’s image. She 
perceives it as a representation of openness and authenticity. To offer one's heart to another 
symbolizes an act of honesty and vulnerability; thus, Christ is depicted as sharing his genuine 
emotions with the world. The speaker absorbs this lesson from the image, leading her to 
maintain honesty with others without fear of revealing her true self. Nevertheless, there is one 
notable exception: the speaker admits that the "only" person with whom she has not shared 
her "confidences" is her hairdresser. This statement employs sarcasm and anticlimax, as the 
mention of a "hairdresser" surprises readers, who may have anticipated a more significant 
figure. Through this detail, the poet illustrates the nature of the girl she was. 

Society imposes constraints on her ability to express her true identity, pressuring her 
to conform to the expectations of Catholic culture. She refers to Christ, who advocates for 
acceptance of life's challenges without resistance, encouraging followers to embrace 
whatever God sends, regardless of whether it is good or bad. Nevertheless, she perceives 
Jesus as a symbol of patriarchal authority. The speaker expresses a longing to be 
acknowledged as a "wise woman." In the eyes of society, wisdom is often equated with a 
superficial smile rather than genuine intelligence. These women are akin to artificial flowers, 
presenting smiles that mask their true emotions. They feel compelled to hide their real 
feelings behind these fabricated expressions of happiness. The speaker observes that Jesus 
teaches his followers to maintain this façade of smiling, even in moments of inner turmoil. In 
her concluding thoughts, she reveals her intention to partake in altruistic deeds, akin to the 
charitable acts of Christ. However, her motivations for such sacrifices stem from a desire for 
personal contentment rather than the welfare of others. She metaphorically compares her 
heart to a "spare kidney," trivializing the importance of this crucial organ by likening it to 
something of lesser value. She longs to part with her heart, which is the source of her 
anguish; the longer it stays with her, the more she suffers, a constant reminder of the 
challenges of living as a woman in a patriarchal system. Ironically, the pain is often inflicted 
by those closest to her rather than by strangers, leading her to prefer surrendering her heart to 
an adversary instead of a friend.  

 


